
CRESCENTROTARYNEWS 
“Celebrating 50 Years of Service Above Self”            JUNE 2017 

MONDAY MEETINGS  

6/5  Peter Lindsay 

6/12 Club Assembly 

6/19 After Hours Social—5:30—7:30  
  More info below 

6/26 Jon Lowder Roast courtesy of 
  Cliff Thompson 

6/16 Board Meeting— 12:00 pm,  
  PTAA  0ffice,  7015 Albert Pick 
  Rd., Ste.  D 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS:   

     May Attendance :  75.53% 

78 Members    

We Will Miss: 

Nemin Chander, Rick Martin,     

& Dan Woods 

FELLOWSHIP & 

NETWORKING  
Join us for a special event 

of Fellowship & Network-

ing.   This is a great time 

to enjoy fellowship with 

fellow Rotarians!                       

After Hours Social— June 

19th at The Public, 433 

Spring Garden St.  5:30—

7:30 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT                                    

Hello Crescent Rotary!  

This is my last president’s letter as we prepare for the annual ‘changing of the guard’. On June 26 we will once 

again ‘roast’ our incoming club president. This year, with leadership from Clifford Thompson, our soon to be presi-

dent elect, we will enjoy some fun on Jon Lowder’s behalf. While I am not involved in that production, rumors indi-

cate it will be a good time!  

As  I close out my second term as club president, I want to share with you some lessons learned from doing this 

twice. I doubt you will find these lessons new but I hope they give you a sense of my experience this year. 

Never ever mention to Rich Spiker and Heather Witt that you really enjoyed being club president and 

would consider doing it again... Their rationale for asking me to do it again, was ‘there was nobody else 

‘ready’’. The truth -- everyone else had said no. I was going to make sure that never happened again!  

 

Sitting at the front of the room every week, I see the benefits our members get by simply showing up. Whether 

you sit in the same seat with the same people or different seats with different people, I watch you become 

more familiar and comfortable with each other and over time, familiarity turns into friendship, support 

and a commitment to each other. Even if you are a knife and fork Rotarian.   

 

We laugh a lot! With each other! Many of you are funny. Laughing is good! Thank you!  

 

A first term as club president can be terrific professional development. A second term frees you up to enjoy 

without worrying quite so much about dotting every i, crossing every t, perfectly.  

 

I know it’s smart to surround yourself with really, really talented people who I would enjoy working with and I 

could depend upon. Boy did I prove that out:  Every. Single. Week. Look around and notice all the talent! 

Leading is a lot more fun when you are with great people doing great work.   

 

It IS lonely at the top – or in the front. Despite my many attempts to lure someone, anyone -- to sit up front 

with me, you were all very good at resisting. I did enjoy the extreme look of panic in the eyes of those 

latecomers at the few meetings where there were no chairs left in the room except the one up front!  

 

Our boards (club and foundation) attract thoughtful, creative, committed leaders who work hard to be inten-

tional and deliberate, doing what is right and putting the welfare of the club and foundation first. I could 

not be more proud!  

 

I set out to focus on a few things: Grow membership. We have great new members. And we lost great mem-

bers. ☹  Engage members with strong programming and a business orientation. Check. Pro-

grams were awesome!  Increase focus on member businesses and relationships. We had great 

vocational talks and tours. Our trade show lunch showcased 10 member businesses. Our member ‘get to 

know you’ meeting was fun too!  Develop leaders. Check. We have a pipeline of strong talent ready to 

lead. Hallelujah! I am excited about our future.  

 

Re-entry. Re-entry is that process of getting reacclimated to being a regular member again. The last time I was 

club president, the day my term ended, so did all the emails, requests for approvals, leadership opportu-

nities, responsibilities, and whatever little bit of status the role may afford. I was sad and re-entry was 

hard. This time, I am ready to turn over all of the emails, requests for approvals, leadership opportuni-

ties, responsibilities and status to Jon Lowder and 

our next set of leaders as they showcase their tal-

ents and take on their new responsibilities.  

Thank you for the privilege of serving Crescent Rotary for a 

second term. I am proud of what we do and I am even 

prouder of who we are. Every one of you has touched my life 

in some way this year. I am better for it and our club is better 

for your involvement.  

I wish our club and each of you much continued success!  

Best regards,    Abby  



  JUNE 2017  OUR MEMBERS 

                     BIRTHDAYS     

Charlie Witzke—4/2                        
Patrick Forbis—4/4                                   
Rick Martin— 4/8                    
Tamela Gainey—4/14                           
Corinne Auman—4/15                      
John Nicolson—4/30     

                                       

         WEDDINGS               
Heather Witt—4/9, 5 yrs                           

Dan O’Shea—4/25, 35 yrs           

Barney Barnhardt—4/25, 18 yrs 

 

CLUBDATES 

Randy Carson—4/10, 10 yrs             

Howard Clark—4/15, 51 yrs              

Ashley James—4/19, 34 yrs          

Ralph Gorrell—4/24, 21 yrs 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling All Rotarians    
Which Crescent Rotarian would you 

like to see do a program (hear their 

story, share more about their        

business or  industry, etc..)?                                       

Send your best idea to Mike Cooke 

mrcooke@colmarcontracting.com 

  Upcoming Events    
6/10 Rotary International Convention 
6/14 Atlanta, GA 

6/12 Potters House—6:30—8:30 pm 
 Greensboro Urban Ministry,  305 
 E. Gate City Blvd. 

6/16 Board Meeting—12:00 pm.  PTAA 
 office, 7015 Albert Pick Rd. Ste. D  

6/24 District 7690 Installation Family 
 of Rotary—BB&T Ballpark, 951 
 Ballpark Way, Winston-Salem.  
 4:30  

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

  

 

            

BIRTHDAYS     

Doug Stone—6/11                           
Ralph Gorrell—6/20                                   
Barbara Vinson - 6/24                       

 

              WEDDINGS                

Alec Pratto—6/1, 31 yrs               
Tommy Webb—6/2, 44 yrs              
Eric Fitzgerald—6/7, 9 yrs       
Mark Snyder—6/10, 28 yrs 
Ralph Bowden—6/14, 59 yrs 
John Stewart—6/14, 37 yrs      
Jay Harris—6/16, 10 yrs          
Dupont Kirven—6/19, 23 yrs 
Justin Smith—6/22, 14 yrs     

 

CLUBDATES 

John Andrew—6/11, 38 yrs          

Justin Smith—6/14, 7 yrs              

Fred Binder—6/19, 28 yrs             

Dan Hood—6/23, 31 yrs    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MORE BUSINESS     
 BRAGS!!! 
Lisa Hazlett— Piedmont 
Home Care received its 2016 
bundled patients data from 
Novant Health. Out of 135 
episodes, our hospital re-
admission rate was only 8%. 
The state average is 11% and 
the national average is 14%. 

 

 

 

Abby’s new book is out! Hot off the press! Straight 

Talk About Planning Your Succession: A Primer for 

CEOs. Get copies at Amazon or directly from 

Abby.  

Every owner will exit his or her business one 

day. In this fast-paced, easy read, we explore the 

critical strategies and tools that pave the way for a 

successful exit -- on your terms, and we help you 

avoid the pitfalls that can derail your best intentions. 

Straight Talk will help you set the foundation for 

your succession, whether you plan to exit in one 

year, five years or 15 years. 

What people are saying:  

“Straight Talk About Planning Your Succession” 

should be on the must read list for any business 

owner.  Most of the information on succession 

planning focuses on the financial aspects and ig-

nores the behavioral or emotional hurdles – which 

can be the most difficult.  I applaud Abby for giv-

ing business owners a roadmap for navigating 

these challenges.”  

Darlene Leonard, Managing Partner 

Smith Leonard PLLC 

  

Abby Donnelly has written a must-read primer for 

anyone considering selling or transitioning a busi-

ness. This book has practical, no-nonsense advice 

that every business owner should consume and 

master.   Dennis Stearns, President,  Stearns Finan-
cial, award winning entrepreneur and business sce-

nario planner.  

www.straighttalkaboutsuccession.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  JUNE 2017  CRESCENT FAMILY OPPORTUNITIES 

                                                                                                                                

 

 

Check out your fellow Crescent Rotarians at Facebook.com/CrescentRotaryClub  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  JUNE 2017  CRESCENT FAMILY 

Check out your fellow Crescent Rotarians at Facebook.com/CrescentRotaryClub  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



  JUNE 2017  CRESCENT FAMILY 

Check out your fellow Crescent Rotarians at Facebook.com/CrescentRotaryClub  

 

 

MINUTES FROM BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING—MARCH 24,2017 

Called to order at 7:35 am 

Secretary’s Report – Charlie Witzke.  February 24, 2017 Crescent Rotary Club (“Club”) Board Minutes - Approved 

Treasurer’s Report – Eric Fitzgerald.  Eric presented the Accounts Receivable aging noting that there was $1,160 over 90 days out-
standing.  Eric is planning to follow-up on several of these balances to determine if there are any collectability issues.  February 2017 
Financial Statements – Year-To-Date income is $9,879 which is $2,194 favorable to budget.  This is before approximately $900 in rent 
charges pending from GRRA for the Club’s meeting space.  The Board approved the Treasurer’s report. 

Business Items – 

Fundraiser Update – Justin Smith.  Plans are underway for this year’s Boil and Bru event which is scheduled for April 7, 2017.  Ques-
tions have arisen concerning the event coverage provided under the standard Rotary insurance policy.  Justin will follow up.  The event 
is being promoted through Facebook, to other area Rotary clubs, and by word of mouth. 

Crescent Rotary Club Foundation (“Foundation”) Board Membership – Chip Cromartie.  Chip recognized the contributions that Barney 
Barnhardt has made streamlining the Foundation’s grant request process and updating its bylaws.  Chip reported that the nominees for 
the incoming Foundation President and two board members will be presented to the Club board at its June 2017 meeting.  The Founda-
tion will review and vote on this year’s grant requests at its May 2017 meeting. 
 
District Conference – Abby Donnelly.  To date 12 people affiliated with Crescent Rotary (6 Club members and 6 family members) have 
registered for the upcoming District Conference. 

Club Assembly Meeting – Abby Donnelly.  It was decided that the Club meeting on March 27, 2017 would be Assembly format with 
members discussing randomly selected questions at their tables, supervised by a Board member at each table.  

Meeting Adjourned at 8:44 am.  Next Meeting – May 15, 2017 at 11:00 am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*********************************************************************************************************************************** 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS—2016-2017                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

District 

Governor—Jon Spillman  Asst Governor—Susie Kelly, Foundation Advocate—Dupont Kirven  Membership Advocate—Greg Brown   Membership Chair—Patrick Eakes 

Crescent 

President—Abby Donnelly     Past-President—Rich Spiker   President-Elect—Jon Lowder      Vice President—Patrick Eakes      Secretary—Charlie Witzke       Treasurer—Eric Fitzgerald       Sergeant 

at Arms— Troy Thee     Board Members—Barney Barnhardt (1yr ),  Justin Smith (1 yr),  Tommy Webb (1yr),  Mark Witte (2 yrs),  Cliff Thompson (2 yrs),  Scott Hummel (2 yrs)          

             Committee Chairs                    

Crescent Foundation—Chip Cromartie                     Club Service—Dupont Kirven                     District Conf. Coordinator—Rich Spiker                    
Family of Fun Directors—  Team Pratto                                                      Football Pool—Ashby Cook                                                       Fundraising—Heather Cross & Justin Smith                                   
Health & Happiness—Corinne Auman                                          International Service—Scott Slabberkoorn,                          Membership/Classifications - Cliff Thompson                                    
Member On-Boarding/Develop—Brian Sowers                                                                  Wilson Sheldon, Carl Seager                            Roster/Member Contact Info—Fred Binder                                 
Photographer—Lloyd Bostian                                                                        Polio Plus/Greatest Meal—Demi Bray                   Prayer & Pledge—Tommy Webb                                                      
Programs—Mike Cooke                                                               Newsletter—Rich Spiker                                        Rotary Foundation—Paula Wells                                    
Biz/Vocational/Communications—Lisa Hazlett                    RUSH Chair—Jon Lowder                    Youth Services - Mark Witte                                 
Pigstock—Rick Martin/Randy Doss                                                             Directory—Fred Binder/Bob Duff                                         Public Image—Mark Whitehouse 

 



 RotaryNewsSites   JUNE 2017  
Join Rotary International on Facebook , Twitter , LinkedIn , and YouTube . Here you can find 
videos, news, discussions, and thousands of other people from around the world interested in 
Rotary.  

Go to those Internet pages and search for Rotary International for all the information. 

Social networking sites aren't just for teens and people in their 20s. The greatest growth in Facebook 
comes from people ages 35-49. And from December 2007 to December 2008, Facebook experi-
enced more growth in visitors ages 50-64 than those under age 18, according to a new Nielsen 
report called " Global Faces and Networked Places ."  

Check out the following link and join our Facebook page now! http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Rotary-International/7268844551 

End Polio Now is a quarterly newsletter about polio eradication. The newsletter includes both the 
latest statistics and inspiring stories. Subscribe . 

Every Rotarian, Every Year offers Annual Programs Fund updates, articles on how Rotarians 
are meeting their clubs’ goals, and stories about how Annual Programs Fund contributions enhance 
people’s lives. Sign up, see past issues . 

The monthly Future Vision Pilot News connects you to new online Future Vision resources and 
information and reminds you of upcoming Future Vision pilot deadlines. Everyone is welcome to 
subscribe. Sign up . 

Interactive helps you experience through photos and videos the fellowship of Rotarians and 
young adults involved in programs such as Rotaract , Interact , and Ambassadorial Scholarships . 
This e-newsletter is produced 11 times a year. Read past issues and sign up. 

The bi-monthly International Service Update   e-newsletter provides current information 
about World Community Service, Rotary Volunteers, and Rotary Community Corps, as well as 
disaster relief and recovery. Visit Service and Fellowship for details about these programs. Sign up 
for the e-newsletter. Download an International Service Update e-newsletter. 

The Membership Minute is a short e-mail newsletter that provides membership development 
ideas, resources, and tools. Sign up and see past issues . 

The New Generations monthly e-newsletter provides news and developments regarding Ro-
tary's youth and young adult programs: Interact, Rotaract, and RYLA. To sign up , enter your e-mail 
address, then select one of the New Generations options from the list. Please note that there are 
three separate contact lists for this newsletter ( Interact , Rotaract , and RYLA ) but all will receive the 
same publication. 

The Peace Net newsletter is a forum for the Rotary Centers community. Sign up . 

The biweekly PR Tips offers innovative ideas for clubs and districts to promote Rotary in their 
communities. Sign up and see past issues . 

Reconnections is the source for news about Rotary Foundation alumni. Sign up . 

The RI Community Service e-newsletter is published every two months and includes the latest 
service news and resources for Rotarians. Sign up . 

The RI Vocational Service e-newsletter provides Rotarians with Vocational Service news and 
resources every two months. Sign up . 

Rotary: Navigating the Global Network is intended for civic and humanitarian organiza-
tions around the world. Articles highlight Rotary’s local and international work. Sign up . 

Rotary Training Talk keeps Rotarians informed about the latest news in RI training, including 
RI mailings, RI Board decisions that affect training, and training tips. Sign up and see past issues. 

Rotary World is an eight-page, full-color newspaper published for Rotary club, district, and 
international leaders. Download and read more about Rotary World . 

The Rotary Youth Exchange Newsletter is distributed monthly and contains information 
and updates on current Youth Exchange events and resources. It’s intended for all Youth Exchange 
officers and interested Rotarians. Subscribe by sending a message to youthexchange@rotary.org . 

Visions provides information about the benefits of charitable estate and financial planning. (Note: 
Visions is intended for a U.S. audience.) Sign up and see past issues . 

Weekly Update provides the latest Rotary news. It can be used for club and district news-
letters and Web sites. Sign up . 

CRESCENT ROTARY                                           
www.crescentrotary.org                                         

CLUB LOCATOR                                                               
www.rotary.org/support/clubs/index.html                 

INTERNET MAKEUP                                                          
www.rotaryeclubone.org                                                   

DISCUSSION GROUPS                                        
www.forums.rotary.org/                                                                          

ROTARY NEWS                                                                  
www.rotary.org/newsroom/index.html                   

THE PIEDMONT ROTARIAN                                                           
www.rotary7690.org/7690-The-Piedmont-
Rotarian-Index.shtm                  

THE DISTRICT DIRECTORY                                                              
www.rotary7690.org/7690-District-
Directory.shtm                

Password help contact Phil Morris                                               
PhilMorris@Rotary7690.org                                                      

NEW MEMBER APPLICATION                                                   
www.crescentrotary.org/upload/
CrescentRotaryInformation/
CrescentRotaryClubApplication2006.pdf 

For a detailed brochure click on the link:        

MEETING   MAKE    UPS 

MONDAY                                                                                                     
12:00pm  Furnitureland – String & Splinter Club                                        
*12:30pm  Crescent – GSO Regional Realtors  Assoc.  

TUESDAY                                                                                                       
*7:00am  Airport Rotary – Cardinal Country Club                                                
12:00pm  Triad – String & Splinter Club, High Point                                            
12:15pm  Alamance – Ramada Inn, Burlington                                                
12:15pm  Lexington – YMCA                                                                         
12:15pm  Eden – Meadow Greens Country Club                                             
*12:30pm  Guilford – Weir-Jordan House        
12:30pm  Winston-Salem – Benton Convention Center                                 
6:00pm  Jamestown – Jamestown United Methodist                                              
*6:30pm  So. Guilford New Generation – Taste of Thai 

WEDNESDAY                                                                                                
*7:30am  East Greensboro – Bennett College                                                     
12:00pm  Kernersville – Dudley Products                                                           
12:00pm  Randolph (Asheboro) – AVS Banquet Center                                  
12:05pm  Thomasville – Women’s Club                                                            
*12:30pm  Greensboro – Coliseum Atrium Room 

THURSDAY                                                                                                      
*7:00am  Gate City – O. Henry Hotel                                                                   
12:00pm  High Point – High Point Country Club                                                 
12:30pm  Winston-Salem Stratford – Forsyth CC                                                     
6:30pm  Liberty – Reitzel Center 

FRIDAY                                                                                                                    
12:00pm  Asheboro – AVS Banquet Center                                                         
*12:30pm  Summit – Starmount Country Club                                                      
12:30pm  WS - Reynolda Club – Winston Room - 
Coliseum 

* RECIPROCITY ON MEALS 

Rotary Four-Way Test  "Of  the things we think, say or do:                                                                                                               

1. Is it the truth? 2. Is it fair to all concerned?  3. Will it build goodwill and better friendships?    4. Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

 


