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We’re Talking About Membership 

In October I was one of several members of Crescent Rotary who were fortunate enough to be able to attend a full day 

seminar on growing membership. During the seminar we learned that a decline in membership is an issue every club is facing, 

and that several clubs face extinction because their numbers have dwindled over the years. Our club is a good example; when I 

joined in 2009, Crescent had about 110 members and now we are right at 80. That’s a 27% decline in eight years, and if the 

trend continues our club could face extinction by the time those of us in our middle years reach retirement. 

You might be wondering why this is important. After all we have a great club – in fact our member retention rate is 

outstanding – filled with fantastic people dedicated to serving their community. That’s true, but the reality is that as our 

numbers decline it puts more pressure on fewer people to do more things. Our primary function as a club is to serve our 

community, and with fewer people we have fewer resources to fulfill that mission. 

Fewer members means we either have smaller fundraisers, or members give more per capita. Fewer members means we either 

have fewer service projects, or each member puts in more hours. Fewer members means we have a harder time recruiting 

speakers for our lunch meetings. Simply put, fewer members means we do less. 

So, it is imperative that we grow our membership. We need to find other business people who are interested in serving the 

community, locally, regionally, nationally and globally, something that Rotary is uniquely positioned to do. How do we 

propose to do that? 

We’re very fortunate to have some very bright and dedicated members of our club lead us in this endeavor. Clifford 

Thompson and Patrick Lanier are our membership committee co-chairs; Greg Brown is our Membership Advocate; Patrick 

Eakes was instrumental in bringing the membership program to the District. All of them met to develop a plan to help our club 

begin growing, and they approached the board of directors with that plan and asked for the board’s support at its September 

meeting. The board voted unanimously to support it, and all agreed to serve as liaisons to the membership to help get this 

program going. 

This is where you come in. Your board liaison will be contacting you to ask for your help in recruiting new members. It won’t 

be a huge ask, and I think you will enjoy the process, and I know that without everyone’s participation we won’t be as 

successful as we need to be. 

We’ll kick things off with a program at our November 6th meeting and the effort will be ongoing, not just this year, but for 

years to come.  Crescent Rotary Club has a long, proud tradition of serving our community, and I very much appreciate your 

help in making sure that our legacy continues to be built for as long as there is a community to serve. 
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Upcoming 
Programs

11/6       Membership Initiative 

11/13     Bowling Extravaganza 

11/20     Expanding Your Reach with            

             Digital 

11/21     Serve at Boys and Girls Club 

11/27     Crescent Rotary Club                      

             Foundation 

12/4       Andrea Alemanni-Patient                

             Navigator 

12/11     StepUp Greensboro  

12/18     Holiday Luncheon and Program

Birthdays

Member Anniversaries

Membership stats 
78 members / 72.3% attend

People of Action
Rotary is where neighbors, friends, and problem-solvers share ideas, join leaders, and take action to create lasting change.

42 years    Sam Hummel 

27 years    Brian Sowers 

24 years    Linda Higgins 

16 years    Abby Donnelly 

39 years    Max Seifert 

8 years      Heather Cross 

11/9      Abby Donnelly 

11/10    Eric Fitzgerald 

11/11    Rich Spiker 

11/16    Wilson Sheldon 

11/23    Randy Carson 

11/26    Mark Snyder 

12/4      Alec Pratto & Demi Bray 

12/9      Al Madden 

12/11    Dupont Kirven 

12/28    Barney Barnhardt & Mark Witte 

12/31    Clifford Thompson 

Service Above Self
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Crescent Rotary Club competed in five categories at the

2017 Pigstock BBQ Competition held on October 28,
2017. This is a BBQ cook off competition among Rotary

Clubs and other organizations in Greensboro benefiting
the Children of Vietnam. The seven competition

categories are: Pork, Ribs, Brisket, Chili, Chicken, Side,
and Dessert. Crescent  Rotary placed 1st in Pork AND

Chicken.  
 

Cook Team  included Eddie Miller, Barry Utesch,
Shannon Kreuser and Lisa Dames. With support from

George Platt, Patrick Forbis and Jon Lowder. 

Pigstock
Ras fenger and Disaster One's 4th annual Chips for
Children casino night fundraising event took place
on Friday, October 27, at Greensboro Country Club.
Cindy Farmer from Fox 8 was the emcee.   the bean
counters are hard at work tallying the final results.
the goal for 2017 was to raise $50,000 for The boys
and girls club of greensboro –  fingers crossed! 

Sincere thanks to the sponsors and all who attended
for making it the most memorable Chips for
Children yet. And extra thanks to the Sleeping Booty
Band for the fabulous music to cap the evening! 

CHIPS FOR CHILDREN

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS—2017-2018



P A T R I C K  E A K E S  
R O T A R Y  F O U N D A T I O N  

D I S T I N G U I S H E D  S E R V I C E  A W A R D

Patrick Eakes was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Award from the Rotary Foundation at 
our District 7690 Foundation Banquet. This is 
the highest honor one can receive for service 
to the Rotary Foundation. 

Since the awards inception in 1969, only 1500 
Rotarians have received this award. This past 
year only 24 were given. Patrick makes only 
the 4th person from District 7690 to ever 
receive the recognition! 

Crescent: Making a Difference

2017 ROTARY KIWANIS 
GOLF TOURNAMENT 

By a score of 23 1/2 to 12 1/2, Rotary 
International brought home the trophy! And 
raised $13,500 for Out of the Garden Project, a 
food assistance program for families primarily 
in Guilford County. Out of the Garden Project 
supplies a bag of food, including two meals, for 
a family of four each Friday at 60+ schools in 
Guilford County reaching more than 1,750 
families each week.  

Crescent Golfers: Patrick Eakes, Jay Harris, 
Brian Sowers, Dupont Kirven, Barney 
Barnhardt



That's How we Bowl
Bowling Extravaganza

On Monday, November 13th we replaced our regular weekly 
meeting with an afternoon of bowling. Do you have other 

ideas to increase our club's "FUN" factor? Share them with 
Ashby Cook by emailing him at ashcook7@aol.com



RI

The Crescent Community
www.crescentrotary.org 



Holiday Luncheon 
and Program

It's hard to believe that the holidays are almost here! This year's holiday 

luncheon and program is scheduled for Monday, December 18th. Plan to join 

us for our annual holiday program and meal. Guests and family members are 

welcome. Please sign up using the sheet on your table so we can plan 

accordingly. 



MINUTES FROM BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING — 
Called to Order:  10/20/2017 at 11:35 am 

Secretary’s Report – Mark Witte 
9/21/2017 Crescent Rotary Club (“Club”) Board Minutes - Approved 
New Members – None 
Resignations – Dock Burroughs (approved by board) 
Members Requiring Follow-up – Joey Slepp (Mark to follow up) 
Rule of 85 – None 
Leave of Absence –Rich Spiker (approved by board) 
New Member Transfer - None 
Treasurer’s Report – Charlie Witzke 
Charlie presented the Accounts Receivable aging noting that there was 
$2660 over 90 days outstanding.  Majority of a/r to Foundation. 
Aug 2017 Financial Statements – Year-To-Date income is $2195 which is $76 
favorable to budget. 
Balance sheet shows assets of $61,436, liabilities $1,025 
The Board approved the Treasurer’s report. 
Membership Program – Greg Brown 
Having recently attended a district meeting, which discussed the importance of and 
ways to increase membership, Greg presented to the Board his thoughts and
suggestions on increasing Club membership 
He asked that the Board adopt membership growth as the club’s #1 goal 
Crescent Rotary has historically averaged a 9% per year member loss rate, which 
jeopardizes the long-term health of the club 
Greg proposed re-instating a Board Liaison Program, where each board member 
would be responsible for an equal number of members, to gain their help in attracting 
and retaining members 
The Board accepted Greg’s proposal, that membership growth become the dominant 
goal of the club going forward 
Membership – Clifford, Pat 
A potential new meeting site has been identified. A tour with many of the board 
members has been scheduled for 10/25. With a club lunch meeting to be scheduled at 
a later date 
Public Relations – Jon Lowder 
Newsletter has been transitioned to new software, which has led to some delays in 
delivery, but should be on schedule in coming months. 
Service – Sharon 
2nd Harvest Foodbank service opportunity upcoming. More information to come 
Foundation – Jon Lowder 
Foundation Board approved over $8,000 in distributions to match district grants dollars 
Fundraiser Committee 
Committee chair search continues 
Rotary Club Health Check 
Due to RI 10/24. Jon nearing completion. 
Pigstock 
Friday 10/27 through Saturday 10/28 
Team is set 

Meeting Adjourned at 12:50 pm.  Next Meeting – November 17 

MONDAY 

12:00pm Furnitureland – String & Splinter Club 

*12:30pm Crescent – GSO Regional Realtors 

Assoc. 

TUESDAY 

*7:00am Airport Rotary – Cardinal Country Club 

12:00pm Triad – String & Splinter Club, High Point 

12:15pm Alamance – Ramada Inn, Burlington 

12:15pm Lexington – YMCA 

12:15pm Eden – Meadow Greens Country Club 

*12:30pm Guilford – Weir-Jordan House 

12:30pm Winston-Salem – Benton Convention 

Center 

6:00pm Jamestown – Jamestown United 

Methodist 

*6:30pm So. Guilford New Generation – Taste of 

Thai 

WEDNESDAY 

*7:30am East Greensboro – Bennett College 

12:00pm Kernersville – Dudley Products 

12:00pm Randolph (Asheboro) – AVS Banquet 

Center 

12:05pm Thomasville – Women’s Club 

*12:30pm Greensboro – Coliseum Atrium Room 

THURSDAY 

*7:00am Gate City – O. Henry Hotel 

12:00pm High Point – High Point Country Club 

12:30pm Winston-Salem Stratford – Forsyth CC 

6:30pm Liberty – Reitzel Center 

FRIDAY 

12:00pm Asheboro – AVS Banquet Center 

*12:30pm Summit – Starmount Country Club 

12:30pm WS - Reynolda Club – Winston Room - 

Coliseum 

* RECIPROCITY ON MEALS 

Rotary 

Make Ups

Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR to all 
concerned? 

Will it build GOODWILL 
and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS? 

Will it be BENEFICIAL to 
all concerned? 

Four Way Test

Stay Informed 


